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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 6555 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, XG, IT 

SUBJECT: EUROPEAN COMMUNIST PARTY CONFERENCE 

REF: ROME 4989 AND PREVIOUS 

IN A CONVERSATION WITH A FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL ON MAY 5, 

THE SOVIET EMBASSY OFFICER RESPONSIBLE FOR RELATIONS WITH THE 
ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY (PCI) STATED THAT THE NEXT MEETING OF 
A WORKING GROUP TO DRAFT THE DOCUMENTS FOR THE EUROPEAN COM- 
MUNIST PARTY CONFERENCE WOULD CONVENE IN BERLIN ON MAY 12. 

THE SOVIET CONFIRMED REPORTS THAT THE LAST WORKING SESSION HAD 
ENDED INCONCLUSIVELY AND WITH WIDELY DIVERGENT POINTS OF VIEW 
ON THE NATURE OF THE DOCUMENT(S) TO BE SIGNED AT THE CONCLU- 
SION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNIST PARTY CONFERENCE. HE STATED 
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THAT THE PCI IS NOW ENGAGED IN EFFORTS TO BRIDGE THE GULF THAT 
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HAS DEVELOPED BETWEEN THE DIFFERENT PARTIES AND THAT IN THIS 
CONNECTION TWO PCI OFFICIALS (REPORTEDLY ALDO TORTORELLA, 

CHIEF OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE'S CULTURAL SECTION AND ANGELO 
OLIVA, DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE FOREIGN SECTION) WILL BE TRAVEL- 
LING TO MOSCOW WITHIN THE NEXT TWO OR THREE DAYS FOR CONSUL- 
TATIONS WITH CPSU OFFICIALS. VOLPE 
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